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Directors & Officers for 2005

Members unanimously voted in the new slate of Directors at the General Membership Meeting of

February 13, 2005.
Mabhalo Directors and Officers for your time and talents in serving the shrine and community.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS =

Bob Harada Nobuo Hayashi Pam Igarashi

Kyoko Isa James Kaneshiro Setsuko Kaneshiro
Sachiko Kele Marilyn Naitoh Shinken Naitoh
Seikichi Nakama Hatsuko Nakazato = Kumiko Sakai
Richard Sakai Miyono Shimoda Robert Shimoda

Irene Takizawa Betty Wakatake Rev. Masa Takizawa
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OFFICERS & & Executive Committee 1=

President Emeritus £ ZHEE Shinken Naitoh

James Kaneshiro )
Preservation {517
President HlH K Bob Harada Richard Sakai
Shinken Naitoh
Communications =3 = =4—3 3
Vice President fl# 5% Setsuko Kaneshiro  Kyoko Isa
Robert Shimoda
e Audit B
Treasurer =&t Marilyn Naitoh Hatsuko Nakazato
Bob Harada
Secretary Eid Culture ju.t . ,
Irene Takizawa Kumiko Sakai Sachiko Kele
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Irene Takizawa



MAHALO

John & Lori Alamodin

Yoshihiko Baba

Yoshimi Soeda Chan

Ben Dallas

Makiko Dunn

Noriko Fujisaki

Bob Harada

Nobuo Hayashi

Kyoko Isa

Robert & Jean Ishihara
James & Setsuko Kaneshiro
Toni Keenan

Sachiko Kele

Rie Kinoshita

Naoto & Yuko Kishino
Takashi & Takako Koyama
Joyce Kubokawa

James Kunichika - In Memory of
Katherine Kunichika

Peter Marshall
Ruthe Matsumoto
Roy Morioka

Yoko Kosuge Morrison
Brian Yoshi Muraoka
Kimi Naitoh
Shinken & Marilyn Naitoh
Seikichi Nakama
Masateru & Hatsuko Nakazato
Nakazato Fish Market
Michiyo Ninomiya
Mitsunobu Ohashi
Richard & Kumiko Sakai
Robert & Miyono Shimoda
Noriko Sogawa

Takashi & Tei Takizawa
Yoshiko Tanaka

Ashley Thompson

Toyo Uyehara

Carol Yamamoto

Raymond & Terry Yamasaki

Glenn & Junko Yonemura

Glenn Yoshimoto

Betty Wakatake

Hatsumi Winslow

Give 5 January

Honolulu Then...

Do you remember the
Boat Rentals on the
Ala Wai Canal?

# Day—Nighte

ALA WAI U-DRIVE BOAT
o Safe :iumpl: Eﬁ.-:r?:lll'uw:n"‘a:;?m $5 €-¢-

i SR BALLY 500 P, lgieg Fowel Feisimm 1000 A

BOAT RENTAL ALA WAI

Mgk tor Discount Coupan Here

Mahalo to Bob Harada, Richard Sakai, Mitsunobu Ohashi,

Rev Takizawa and Irene Takizawa for their participation in
January’s GIVE 5 Clean-up
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Sagicho, also known as Dondo-yaki, Ombe-yaki, Saito-
yaki, Sankuro-yaki , Hochoji, Hokkengyo is an ancient
ceremony to express appreciation to and purify by burning, old
ofuda, omamori and Shogatsu decorations. Sagicho was held
at the shrine on Sunday, January 23 from 2:00 pm.

Mabhalo to volunteers for their kokua in
preparing the old omamori and ofuda for burning by °
removing plastic, metal and other non-burnable :
items to prevent toxic fumes from harming the
environment. .

Please bring all old ofuda and omamori to the °
shrine on or before your first visit of the new year. |
All items deposited into the Kosatsu box after
Sagicho will be stored and burned the following year. *
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Kagami Biraki, which literally means "Mirror Opening" is a traditional Japanese celebration
that is observed on January 11 by families and martial arts dojos across Japan. It was a samurai
tradition dating back to the 15th century that was adopted into modern martial arts in 1884 when the
founder of Judo, Jigoro Kano instituted the custom at Kodokan, his organization's headquarters. Since,
other Japanese martial arts have adopted the tradition that represents renewal, rededication and spirit.

For many families, Kagami Biraki marks the end of the New Year's holiday season. In most
homes, preparation for the Oshogatsu season begins toward the end of the year when homes are
cleaned and repairs made in preparation for welcoming the new years deity, Toshigami.

Kagami Mochi or stacked rice cakes are rounded in the shape of ancient metal mirrors and
symbolize good fortune. The symbolism of the mirror, which is central to Kagami Biraki, dates back to
the creation myth. By the 15th century Shinto had interpreted the mirror and sword to symbolize
legitimacy and authority of the Emperor. The mirror enabled people to see things as they are - good or
bad and thus represented fairness and justice. Swords had long been thought to posses their own spirit
among the samurai and their possession contributed to a sense of purpose and destiny inherent within
the samurai culture.

Before the New Year, Kagami Mochi were placed in front of the armory to honor and purify
their weapons and armor. On the day of Kagami Biraki, the men of Samurai households would gather
to clean and polish their weapons and armor. Women in samurai households also placed
Kagami Mochi in front of the family Shinto shrine in gratitude to the deities.

To members of Japanese feudal society, armory represented the soul or conscience. Thus the
polishing of weapons and amour on Kagami Biraki was symbolically seen as a method to clarify
thought and strengthen dedication to samurai's obligations and duty in the coming year.

On Kagami Biraki day, the round rice cakes would be broken with a mallet, symbolizing the
mirror's opening and the coming out of a cave of the Sun Goddess in Japanese mythology.

Consuming the Kagami Mochi is seen as an act of spiritual communion and absorption of the spirit of

. the Toshigama to which the New Years season was dedicated. For this reason eating Kagami Mochi

has always represented renewal and a physical act of prayer, happiness and peace in the new year in the
spirit of optimism, renewal and good luck.

Kagami Biraki also refers to another popular custom, one that gives honor to Sake. Since

. ancient time, Kagami Biraki, was the tradition of breaking open a sake cask or faru with a mallet to

toast the sake god. Kagami Biraki is now used at joyous occasions such as weddings and grand
opening parties.



Setsubun has long been associated with the rites of purification
deemed essential in preparation of the new year. The Setsubun ritual in
involves the expelling of evil spirits by tossing roasted soybeans out of the
home while saying “fuku wa uchi, oni wa soto” or fortune in and demons
out. Soybeans are also thrown in the house for family members to pick up
and eat a number equivalent to their age to ensure health and luck.

Mame-maki or bean- throwing is linked to the observance of Tsuina,
a Chinese ritual for driving off evils. Tsuina was incorporated into the cycle
of annual events observed by the imperial court during the 9th century and
eventually came to be known as Setsubun from the Muromachi Period (1333-1568).

Other celebrations of Setsubun involve eating maki-zushi. Particularly in western Japan, many |
face the "lucky direction" for the year and attempt to eat the entire sushi roll without saying a word.
Those who are able to accomplish this feat are promised *
success in business, good health and longevity. .

Some say the practice started when a young
Geisha in Osaka ate maki-zushi in order to assure she ~ *
would be with her favorite lover in the coming year. .
Setsu-bun was observed on Sunday, February 13 from
3:00 pm at the shrine.
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Aohitogusa (Human Beings) & AE

In ancient Japanese vocabulary, human beings are called & A¥ aohitogusa
(green-human-grass), a word of blessing comparing the human race to thriving green
grass. Humans were also called K/t A ame no masuhito, which literally means )
"sacred human beings increasing infinitely." In other words, human beings are said to -
grow and prosper with happiness under the blessings of the kami. These words
illustrate the belief that one should feel happiness and gratitude for one's divine
ancestors, sacred soul, sacred body, and sacred mission to make the most of each
moment of our lives and to preserve and perpetuate the legacy of our ancestors.
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Hitoshi sympathy and prayers Katherine
Fuijisaki 0o out to the Hayami
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visiting the shrine on
January 27.

Rev. Baba serves
as Negi or Senior Priest : Sunday

and has a son who also gApril 24, 2005

serves as a priest at

Dazaifu 3:00 pm
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In ancient times, saisen was an offering made to a shrine or temple as an expression of faith or as a
token of gratitude for prayers that have been answered. Many people offered bolts of hemp cloth, cotton,
silk, rice and other valuable items. With the circulation of coins and currency, saisen eventually came to
refer to coins that were tossed into a special box called a saisen-bako.

The custom now is to drop saisen into the saisen-bako, ring the bell, bow twice, clap twice and
bow once.




