Welcome the Year of the Rat

BHEFELTHEHTESZEVE T, Happy New Year!

The dawn of a new year overflows with hope that invites us to reflect
and to recreate ourselves anew.

This year, may we all find a connection to spirit that can guide and
nurture us in our growth as a nation and as individuals. Open your mind to
new possibilities, discover the divinity within yourself and empower yourself
to achieving your goals and purpose in life.

Positive energies and blessings go out to all in this year of the Rat.
Reverend Masa Takizawa

2008 is the year of the Earth
Rat, symbolized by the two elements
of earth and water. This is a year of
clouded perceptions, and unexpected
outcomes.

2008 brings movement and
progress, but there is also much under-
lying tensions and confrontations .

Being the first animal in the
Chinese zodiac, the Rat year promises
new beginnings. The year will begin
positively, but then backslide as we
edge towards the end of the year, when
the element of Water becomes over-
whelmingly strong.

Being a year with heavy water
elements, there will be accidents and
natural disasters involving water, earth
and fire, including floods, tsunami and
other water disasters.

The clash between the fire and
water elements will bring more than
the usual number of air related acci-

intensify in 2008.

Earth elements relate to the
stomach in humans. As such, there
will be more than the usual cases of
food poisoning, digestive and stom-
ach problems.

Diabetes will also be preva-
lent as the pancreas is considered an
earth element in Chinese medicine.

It is also a hyperactive and
restless year of potential nervous
disorders and neurosis of every type.
It will be a good year to explore
relaxation methods such as medita-
tion more thoroughly.

You will be more prone to
illness and allergies this year as well,
so be sure to eat your vegetables and
take those vitamins!

2008 will be an intellectual
one, as the Rat is the curious profes-
sor of the zodiac. Expect a renewed
passion for knowledge, interest in the

dents. The last Rat year in 1996 saw

20 major airline crashes in the U.S.
The earth element will bring

earth related disasters such as earth-

quakes, landslides and accidents on the

ground, such as traffic accidents. The
effects of global warming will also

sciences and a hunger for travel and
new experiences.

Exchanging and communi-
cating are the priorities of a Rat year.
We will all value companionship and
love more than anything else this
year. It is said that people fall in

love easily during Rat years.

It will be a year of much
volatile and radical changes for the
political scene and an unsettling
year for governments around the
world.

In the previous Rat year of
1948 the Jews of Palestine declared
independence and the State of Israel
was born on May 14, 1948.

Another major change oc-
curred on May 26, 1948 when the
new racist government of South
Africa embraced Apartheid, bitterly
dividing the country and the world.

This year's Rat is a night
Rat, and so theft, break-ins, bur-
glary and crime may go up, along
with more scandals of corporate
greed and embezzlement.

The Rat year signifies a
new start and is a good time to start
planning and planting the seeds for
a whole new cycle.

Having an understanding
of the energetic dynamics of a new
12-year cycle can help you increase
awareness and preparation to take
advantage of the natural cyclical
trends in every aspect of your life.
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Nelson & Gail Tamashiro
Edwin Tanabe
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Sharon Toma

June Tomishima
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Hawaii Kotohira Jinsha - Hawaii Dazaifu Tenmangu is a 501C3 nonprofit church. All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
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Japan 21st Century Religious Committee

Pearl Harbor Memorial Service

Twenty five members of the Japan 21st Century
Religious Committee visited the shrine on December 5.
The delegation has visited Hawaii every year for the past two
decades to participate in the annual Memorial ceremony at the
Pearl Harbor Memorial on December 7th. The ceremony is
hosted by the US Navy and National Park Service at Kilo Pier.
More than 3,800 attended the 2007 observance of the

1941 attack on Pearl Harbor.

Representatives from the Catholic Diocese of Hiroshima,
Shingon-shu, Kawasaki Daishi, Iwashimizu Hachimangu of
Kyoto, Rissho Kosei Kai, Omoto Kyo and other religious

institutions participated in the tour.
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MAHALO Hatsumode Volunteers

Milly Chang Judy Guo
Thomas Chong  Kevin Guo
Marissa Choy Mitsuaki Hanayagi 11
Darlene Estrada  Bob Harada
Amy Feng Doreen Higa
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Mihoko Ohashi
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Kiyoyasu Tanaka
Naomi Teramoto
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Eli Yokoyama
Yasuko Yokoyama
James Yonemura
Richard Yoshinaga



Seijin Shiki - Coming of Age Ceremony

Seijin Shiki or “Coming of
Age” ceremony is celebrated on the
second Monday of January.

All teens who turn twenty
years old in that year celebrate Seijin
no hi which officially marks the be-
ginning of adulthood and the legal
age for voting, drinking, and smok-
ing in Japan.

Seijin no Hi or Coming-of-
Age Day is observed as a national
holiday, and celebrations are held
nationwide, sponsored by city or
prefectural governments.

Although styles of ceremo-
nies differ from region to region, it is
common for 20-year-olds to dress in
formal outfits including long-sleeved
kimono called furisode and montsuki
hakama for men.

Seijin Shiki comes from the
ancient ceremony of genpuku which
was generally observed between the
ages of 13 and 16 from the Nara pe-
riod (710 - 794) to the Heian period
(794 - 1192).

Around the 16th century,
warriors changed the ceremony into
genpuku shiki and added a few more
rituals to the already elaborate cere-
mony.

Young men had their bangs
cut, indicating that they became
adults. Young women wore a skirt
like garment over their outfit called

Recreation of an aAncient Genpuku Shiki
ceremony performed at a shrine in Japan

mo and styled their hair in an up-do.

Young women also applied
ohaguro, a dye made from iron
soaked in tea or sake, which was
effective in combating tooth decay.
It was deemed fashionable to have
dark, black teeth which required
several applications of the dye
throughout the day.

Later, these coming-of-age
ceremonies were widespread among
commoners, and lasted until the end
of the Edo period.

There was no set date for
Seijin shiki until it became a na-
tional holiday in 1948. Seijin Shiki
was an auspicious ceremony ob-
served by families in accordance
with their own traditions, especially
those of the imperial or samurai
lineage.

Genpuku Shiki ceremony of a samurai
family from the 1880s
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City sponsored Seijin Shiki ceremony
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Sagicho - Burning of the old Omamori and Ofuda

Sagicho, also known as Dondo-yaki, Ombe-yaki, Hokkengyo, Hochoji, Sankuro-yaki, Saito-yaki, is an
ancient ceremony originating in China to express appreciation to and purify by burning old ofuda, omamori and new

years decorations.

This year, Sagicho was held on Sunday, January 20 from 2:00 pm.

Mabhalo to volunteers for their kokua in preparing the old omamori and
ofuda for burning by painstakingly removing plastic and metal ornaments and
other non-burnable items to prevent toxic fumes from harming the environment.

We would appreciate your depositing all old omamori and ofuda in the

specially marked box beside the shrine by January 5 of each year.
Kadomatsu and dolls are not accepted.

MAHALO Volunteers

Thomas Chong Kyoko Isa

Bob Harada Jon Lower

Emi Igarashi Shinken Naitoh
Kai Igarashi Axel Obara

Pam Igarashi Naomi Teramoto

JCCH New Years Ohana Festival

On January 13, the JCCH and Mo‘ili‘ili Field was trans-
formed into a showcase of Japanese cuisine and entertainment;
cultural art displays and demonstrations; a craft fair and book sale.

T here were exciting activities for children including
kimono dressing, make-n-take activities, games, jumpers and
storytelling.

Mabhalo to volunteers Shinken Naitoh, Bob Harada, Naomi

Teramoto, Bryson Goda and Arthur Isa for helping at the shrine
booth.

YTk, TH20BF % 20580 A2
BEZHVITVE LT,

—EMBSE D W2 72D T2 i WO ERL
RLBSFV I, RIS DLW KD ITEGH O
SED 2 A TS £,

WO D0, B MEZIT T
FAERNLEE LNV E SN TWET D, ED 4
HOLOTHLHEIZHOTELOPAHY
A,

T A FXT e EHEMEORAN
HAEMBEIC /> TWDIES . 1T E5F 0
HIZEZ TV DICh, YECldsitx
BRI T T 2F v 70 =— LI & i
FEL 4L TR Y £9 O THILITEE,

1 A5H £ TICHtRICBMD T S0y,




Olomea Street Construction
January 2008 - November 2008 7:00am - 3:00 pm

Construction is underway by Ideal Construction for a relief sewer on
Olomea, Halona and Kohou Streets. The $4.5 million project began on February 4,
2008, for completion in November 2008. Major construction in front of the shrine
is scheduled to take place in April.

Meanwhile, we apologize for any inconvenience due to the road closures
of Olomea Street. Please feel free to call the shrine at 841-4755 or Bob Shirai at
the Project Hotline 216-2412 before visiting the shrine.

ONE-LANE CLOSURES

In the case of a one-lane closure, a sign will be posted at Houghtailing and Olomea
allowing local traffic only, which includes shrine visitors. Please proceed to the
shrine using the usual route on Olomea Street.

TWO LANE CLOSURES

In the case of a two-lane road closure, a sign posted at Houghtailing and Olomea
will direct traffic to the shrine from Kohou Street. Two-way traffic will be allowed
on Olomea Street with entry and exit from Kohou Street only.

KAMA LANE

You may also use the Kama Lane entry from King Street, across the Kapalama
Post Office. The Kama Lane gate is closed to cars, but always open to pedestrians.
Please park on Kama Lane, in front of the shrine gate and walk through the swing
gate. Please disregard the No-Parking sign.

Hawaii Kotohira Jinsha
Hawaii Dazaifu Tenmangu
1239 Olomea Street

Honolulu, HI 96817-3343

SHRINE CALENDAR
AT 21—

February —H

10 General Membership Meeting
we
Tsukinami-sai Monthly Service
RBIRE

24 Hanayagi Dancing Academy
Garage Sale at the shrine

March =H

2 Tsukinami-sai Monthly Service
RIRE

April H

5 Clean-up & Mochi pounding
6 Spring Thanksgiving Festival



